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By Paul McIntosh

The farming community is looking 
anxiously at the rising price and 
availability of our Australian 
fertiliser supplies, particularly 
nitrogen.

Nitrogen products are very 
important in nutritional input for 
most of our northern region summer  
crop options. 

Notice I said ‘most of our 
northern region crops’?

However, many of the questions 
coming my way this week have 
been in relation to planting our 
humble Mungbean crop and how 
much fertiliser is needed.

True, they are a grain legume 
plant, are mungbeans, and also 
true they don’t need nitrogen 
fertiliser, however they do need 
nitrogen to attain some good 
economic yields. 

The research story on applying 
nitrogen fertiliser for growing 
mungbeans is long and, many 
times tragic, as far as positive 
results go. 

So, the standard and the best 
practice for your mungbeans is to 
get your planting seed inoculation 
process correct and effective.

Even though our short and quick 
mungbeans are a legume they still 
need about 60 kilograms to 70kg 
per hectare of plant-available 
nitrogen to produce one tonne per 
hectare of clean green grain. 

I am sure many farmers would 
like 2- 3t/ha yields, so multiplying 
those numbers is a huge cost, 
if you went down the expensive 

track of pre-plant application of 
140kg to 210kg/ha of nitrogen or 
300kg to 400kg/ha of urea. 

So, a very expensive and yet not 
very effective method of getting 
nitrogen into the paddock for your 
clean green mungbeans, I am sure 
you will agree. 

No, the best way by far is 
getting live rhizobia bacteria in 
your inoculant product onto your 
planting seed in a cool, shaded 
area just prior to planting. 

These millions of microscopic 
bacteria form a symbiotic 
relationship with the small and 
developing root system and 
they can access the atmospheric 
nitrogen and convert it into usable 
plant nitrogen. 

Much cheaper and certainly 
more effective than applying big 
heaps of nitrogen.

So, look after your inoculant 
away from direct sunlight and heat 
levels of more than 30 degrees 
Celsius to ensure live bacteria 

survive on your mungbean seed. 
Also, in the nutrition states is a 

reasonable amount of Phosphorus 
(P) of five to seven kilograms per 
hectare of P to produce one tonne 
per hectare of green grain. 

Add in Zinc and Sulphur and you 
have a good basis for producing 
quality, as well as clean green 
Mungbeans. 

For years, many have said it 
is too much trouble inoculating 
legume planting seed. 

I would suggest that this year 
they really need to develop a 
successful process that can apply 
inoculant, be it peat or freeze-dried 
product, onto their mungbean 
planting seed.

No excuses here everybody. 
The facts speak for themselves 

and, that is, good inoculation will 
save you money on expensive 
fertiliser and make you money 
on the beans developing active 
nodules on a mungbean plants’ 
healthy white root system. 

• Mungbean Seed Sales    • Forward Contracts     
• Processing    • Marketing 

Robert Ayre 
M: 0499 809 091       E: rob@petcom.com.au 

www.petcom.com.au

We offer a vertically integrated supply chain  
structure from farm to overseas port.

‘Local Buyers, Global Traders’

Mungbeans – Chickpeas – Faba beans – Sorghum – Millets

Mungbean 
— a profitable summer alternative —

Opal-AU, Onyx-AU, Jade-AU, Crystal, Satin II, Celera II-AU and 
Green Diamond seed are protected by PBR legislation. Royalties are 

re-invested in the National Mungbean Improvement Program. 

Purchasing AMA Approved Planting Seed assures you of:
• Greatest seedling vigour
• Highest possible seed purity
• Minimise incidence of seed-borne diseases

Contact your local AMA Member for your seed requirements today.
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processors, traders, 

marketers and exporters  
www.mungbean.org.au 

DEACON SEEDS
Buying All Mungbean Varieties

For further information contact  
Mark Schmidt

mark@deaconseeds.com 

SUPPLIERS OF ALL QUALITY PLANTING SEED
Mungbean – All varieties • White French Millet • Panorama Millet

Japanese Millet •Shirohie Millet •Red Panicum Millet

BUYERS OF
All Mungbean Varieties • All Millet Varieties • Black and Grey Stripe Sunflowers

Mobile: 0477 304 241        Office: 07 4662 3217

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Independent Mungbean Processing and Packaging Facility 

➢ Located in Pittsworth, Queensland 
➢ Screen, Gravity & Dockage Cleaning 
➢ Container Packing – Bulk & Bagged 

operations@downscontainerpacking.com.au 

 

DCP can provide you with solutions to your processing needs this Mungbean season. 
                       Your product will be handled to the highest Industry Standards.

For more information contact: 
                Ben Acworth

0455 217 900
Selected Pulse Foods
07 4693 2140

Lee Doran  0428 155 539
Lisa Morley  0427 653 455

Mungbean 
— a profitable summer alternative —

FOR YOUR AMA APPROVED MUNGBEAN SEED

PULSE FOODS PTY LTD
ELECTEDS

Stocks of Jade-AU and Crystal Mung Bean Seed available

25kg bags, 1MT bags, Bulk orders

Prompt turnaround     

All your pulse marketing

SORGHUM SEED SUNFLOWER 
and all Birdseeds

07 4633 5555  admin@pbagrifood.com.au

www.pbagrifood.com.au

Major purchasers of mungbeans, soybeans, 
specialty grain and legume crops

WHEAT & BARLEY MUNGBEAN SEED
and processing

SPECIALTY CORNS
and all varieties

SOYBEAN SEED  
and  processing all qualities

The Specialists in Mungbeans, Soybeans, Birdseed 
and all Summer & Winter Planting Seed

P: 3426 3300  F: 3255 5012 
popes.com.au 

qldsales@popes.com.au

• Baling Twine                                          
• Silage Films
• Net Wrap                                           
• Bulk Bags                                               
• Polymesh Onion & 

Citrus Bags      
• Geotextiles                                           
• Film Plastic Bags

• Woven PP Bags 
(Printed & Unprinted)

• Jute & Hessian
• Giro Knitted & 

Extruded Nets
• Multiwall Paper  

Sacks
• Sewing Twine

Proud supporters of the AMA – Member #202

12529203-AV52-21

A well-noduled mungbean crop will reduce fertiliser costs 
as the rhizobia bacteria fix atmospheric nitrogen to meet 
the crop’s nitrogen requirements.

Industry Development Agronomist 
Northern region for Pulse Australia and the Australian Herbicide Resistance initiative

AUSTRALIAN MUNGBEAN ASSOCIATION
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The farming community is looking 
anxiously at the rising price and 
availability of our Australian 
fertiliser supplies, particularly 
nitrogen.

Nitrogen products are very 
important in nutritional input for 
most of our northern region summer  
crop options. 

Notice I said ‘most of our 
northern region crops’?

However, many of the questions 
coming my way this week have 
been in relation to planting our 
humble Mungbean crop and how 
much fertiliser is needed.

True, they are a grain legume 
plant, are mungbeans, and also 
true they don’t need nitrogen 
fertiliser, however they do need 
nitrogen to attain some good 
economic yields. 

The research story on applying 
nitrogen fertiliser for growing 
mungbeans is long and, many 
times tragic, as far as positive 
results go. 

So, the standard and the best 
practice for your mungbeans is to 
get your planting seed inoculation 
process correct and effective.

Even though our short and quick 
mungbeans are a legume they still 
need about 60 kilograms to 70kg 
per hectare of plant-available 
nitrogen to produce one tonne per 
hectare of clean green grain. 

I am sure many farmers would 
like 2- 3t/ha yields, so multiplying 
those numbers is a huge cost, 
if you went down the expensive 

track of pre-plant application of 
140kg to 210kg/ha of nitrogen or 
300kg to 400kg/ha of urea. 

So, a very expensive and yet not 
very effective method of getting 
nitrogen into the paddock for your 
clean green mungbeans, I am sure 
you will agree. 

No, the best way by far is 
getting live rhizobia bacteria in 
your inoculant product onto your 
planting seed in a cool, shaded 
area just prior to planting. 

These millions of microscopic 
bacteria form a symbiotic 
relationship with the small and 
developing root system and 
they can access the atmospheric 
nitrogen and convert it into usable 
plant nitrogen. 

Much cheaper and certainly 
more effective than applying big 
heaps of nitrogen.

So, look after your inoculant 
away from direct sunlight and heat 
levels of more than 30 degrees 
Celsius to ensure live bacteria 

survive on your mungbean seed. 
Also, in the nutrition states is a 

reasonable amount of Phosphorus 
(P) of five to seven kilograms per 
hectare of P to produce one tonne 
per hectare of green grain. 

Add in Zinc and Sulphur and you 
have a good basis for producing 
quality, as well as clean green 
Mungbeans. 

For years, many have said it 
is too much trouble inoculating 
legume planting seed. 

I would suggest that this year 
they really need to develop a 
successful process that can apply 
inoculant, be it peat or freeze-dried 
product, onto their mungbean 
planting seed.

No excuses here everybody. 
The facts speak for themselves 

and, that is, good inoculation will 
save you money on expensive 
fertiliser and make you money 
on the beans developing active 
nodules on a mungbean plants’ 
healthy white root system. 

• Mungbean Seed Sales    • Forward Contracts     
• Processing    • Marketing 

Robert Ayre 
M: 0499 809 091       E: rob@petcom.com.au 

www.petcom.com.au

We offer a vertically integrated supply chain  
structure from farm to overseas port.

‘Local Buyers, Global Traders’

Mungbeans – Chickpeas – Faba beans – Sorghum – Millets

Mungbean 
— a profitable summer alternative —

Opal-AU, Onyx-AU, Jade-AU, Crystal, Satin II, Celera II-AU and 
Green Diamond seed are protected by PBR legislation. Royalties are 

re-invested in the National Mungbean Improvement Program. 

Purchasing AMA Approved Planting Seed assures you of:
• Greatest seedling vigour
• Highest possible seed purity
• Minimise incidence of seed-borne diseases

Contact your local AMA Member for your seed requirements today.
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Find mungbean agronomists, 
processors, traders, 

marketers and exporters  
www.mungbean.org.au 

DEACON SEEDS
Buying All Mungbean Varieties

For further information contact  
Mark Schmidt

mark@deaconseeds.com 

SUPPLIERS OF ALL QUALITY PLANTING SEED
Mungbean – All varieties • White French Millet • Panorama Millet

Japanese Millet •Shirohie Millet •Red Panicum Millet

BUYERS OF
All Mungbean Varieties • All Millet Varieties • Black and Grey Stripe Sunflowers

Mobile: 0477 304 241        Office: 07 4662 3217

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Independent Mungbean Processing and Packaging Facility 

➢ Located in Pittsworth, Queensland 
➢ Screen, Gravity & Dockage Cleaning 
➢ Container Packing – Bulk & Bagged 

operations@downscontainerpacking.com.au 

 

DCP can provide you with solutions to your processing needs this Mungbean season. 
                       Your product will be handled to the highest Industry Standards.

For more information contact: 
                Ben Acworth

0455 217 900
Selected Pulse Foods
07 4693 2140

Lee Doran  0428 155 539
Lisa Morley  0427 653 455

Mungbean 
— a profitable summer alternative —

FOR YOUR AMA APPROVED MUNGBEAN SEED

PULSE FOODS PTY LTD
ELECTEDS

Stocks of Jade-AU and Crystal Mung Bean Seed available

25kg bags, 1MT bags, Bulk orders

Prompt turnaround     

All your pulse marketing

SORGHUM SEED SUNFLOWER 
and all Birdseeds

07 4633 5555  admin@pbagrifood.com.au

www.pbagrifood.com.au

Major purchasers of mungbeans, soybeans, 
specialty grain and legume crops

WHEAT & BARLEY MUNGBEAN SEED
and processing

SPECIALTY CORNS
and all varieties

SOYBEAN SEED  
and  processing all qualities

The Specialists in Mungbeans, Soybeans, Birdseed 
and all Summer & Winter Planting Seed

P: 3426 3300  F: 3255 5012 
popes.com.au 

qldsales@popes.com.au

• Baling Twine                                          
• Silage Films
• Net Wrap                                           
• Bulk Bags                                               
• Polymesh Onion & 

Citrus Bags      
• Geotextiles                                           
• Film Plastic Bags

• Woven PP Bags 
(Printed & Unprinted)

• Jute & Hessian
• Giro Knitted & 

Extruded Nets
• Multiwall Paper  

Sacks
• Sewing Twine

Proud supporters of the AMA – Member #202

A well-noduled mungbean crop will reduce fertiliser costs 
as the rhizobia bacteria fix atmospheric nitrogen to meet 
the crop’s nitrogen requirements.

Industry Development Agronomist 
Northern region for Pulse Australia and the Australian Herbicide Resistance initiative

AUSTRALIAN MUNGBEAN ASSOCIATION
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